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GITANA PRESENTS “THE ST. LOUIS GYPSY (ROMA) MUSIC FESTIVAL”

Internationally Recognized Romani Expert, Dr. Ian Hancock, 

Will Lead Educational Symposium
ST. LOUIS – Gitana Productions will present “The St. Louis Gypsy (Roma) Music Festival” on the International Day of Gypsies, April 9, 2006 from 1 to 5 p.m. at the World’s Fair Pavilion in Forest Park.  


The event is part of a series of community activities sponsored by Gitana Productions in collaboration with the Bosnian Roma and Macedonian Roma communities in St. Louis, which are nearly 2,500 strong. Other activities include a free educational symposium at Washington University on the culture of the Roma, also

known as Gypsies, on Wednesday, March 29; a display at the St. Louis Public Library Carpenter Branch, and education programs in local schools. The events are supported by the Regional Arts Commission and the Missouri Arts Council.


“The St. Louis Gypsy (Roma) Music Festival” will include authentic music by international and local musicians, with Gypsy Fire headlining the event.  Local Gypsies of all ages will perform traditional dances from Bosnia, Herzegovina, Serbia and Macedonia.  Authentic, traditional Eastern European foods will be available.  Tickets for the festival are $10 per person and admission is free for children under 12.


“There are many myths and perceptions about the Roma people, popularly known as Gypsies,” said Cecilia Nadal, founder and president of Gitana Productions.  “This event will be a way for St. Louisans to have a good time, learn about the authentic Roma lifestyle and join in the inspirational dance and music of this colorful culture.”


For information on tickets for “The St. Louis Gypsy (Roma) Music Festival” , call Metrotix at 314-534-1111 or visit www.metrotix.com. For information, call Gitana Productions at (314) 721-6556 and visit www.gitana-inc.com.

FREE EDUCATIONAL SYMPOSIUM


Gitana Productions and Washington University will co-sponsor a free educational symposium on the culture of the Roma, also known as Gypsies, on Wednesday, March 29, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. at Washington University.  Dr. Ian Hancock, an internationally recognized Romani expert, will demystify common stereotypes of Roma people.  The public symposium, which is supported by the Regional Arts Commission and the Missouri Arts Council, will be held at Lopata House on Washington University campus, at the corner of Big Bend Blvd. and Forest Park Parkway.  The educational event will include a “meet and greet” opportunity, an authentic Bosnian dinner, Dr. Hancock’s presentation, and a question-and-answer session.  


Dr. Hancock, a professor of English, linguistics and Asian studies at the University of Texas – Austin, is a Romani of both British and Hungarian Romani descent.  He was raised according to Romani traditions and has spent most of his adult life dispelling ignorance about the Romanis, speaking for an oppressed population that has traditionally had no voice or representation.  


Dr. Hancock has received numerous accolades including the “Gamaliel Chair in Peace and Justice” from the University of Wisconsin and Norway’s “Rafto Prize.”  He was given an honorary doctorate by Umea University in Sweden, and was appointed to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council by former President Bill Clinton.  He also initiated the first Romani program of university studies at the University of Texas – Austin. 


“It is a pleasure to have Dr. Hancock present this symposium,” said Nadal.  “His insight and knowledge of the Romani culture will help people better understand their history, culture and continued oppression across Europe, particularly in the Balkans.”

YOUTH AND COMMUNITY EDUCATION


Gitana will promote awareness of the Gypsy culture through books and displays at the St. Louis Public Library Carpenter Branch at 3309 South Grand Blvd. from March 15 through April 7.  Gitana also will present educational programs about Romani culture to the students of the Central Visual and Performing Arts High School and the St. Louis City Public Schools ESOL Program.  Students and parents from these schools will participate in the Gypsy Festival.  Special outreach also will be made to Romani youth who attend schools in the St. Louis City Public School District.

For tickets to “The St. Louis Gypsy (Roma) Music Festival,” call Metrotix at 314-534-1111 or log on to www.metrotix.com.  For information on the festival and other community activities, call Gitana Productions at (314) 721-6556 and visit www.gitana-inc.com.

Gitana Productions, Inc. is a not-for-profit arts and education organization dedicated to increasing cultural awareness and appreciation by bringing international music, dance and drama to the St. Louis community.  Gitana events present a rarely seen diversity of international and local artists exhibiting an array of traditional and innovative artistic expressions. For information, call Gitana Productions at (314) 721-6556 and visit www.gitana-inc.com.
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