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INTERNATIONAL ROMANI EXPERT, DR. IAN HANCOCK,

 LEADS EDUCATIONAL SYMPOSIUM

ST. LOUIS – Gitana Productions and Washington University will co-sponsor a free educational symposium on the culture of the Roma, also known as Gypsies, on Wednesday, March 29, 2006 at 6:30 p.m.  Dr. Ian Hancock, an internationally recognized Romani expert, will demystify common stereotypes of Roma people.  The public symposium will be held at Lopata House on the Washington University campus, at the corner of Big Bend Blvd. and Forest Park Parkway. 


The event is part of a series of community activities sponsored by Gitana Productions in collaboration with the Bosnian Roma and Macedonian Roma communities in St. Louis, which are nearly 2,500 strong. Other activities include “The St. Louis Gypsy (Roma) Music Festival” on April 9 at the World’s Fair Pavilion in Forest Park, a display at the St. Louis Public Library Carpenter Branch, and education programs in local schools. The events are supported by the Regional Arts Commission and the Missouri Arts Council.


The educational symposium, supported by the Regional Arts Commission and the Missouri Arts Council, will feature a “meet and greet” opportunity, authentic Bosnian dinner, Dr. Hancock’s presentation and a question-and-answer session


For more information, call Gitana Productions at (314) 721-6556 and visit www.gitana-inc.com.  For tickets to “The St. Louis Gypsy (Roma) Music Festival,” call Metrotix at 314-534-1111 or log on to www.metrotix.com.

Gitana Productions, Inc. is a not-for-profit arts and education organization dedicated to increasing cultural awareness and appreciation by bringing international music, dance and drama to the St. Louis community.  Gitana events present a rarely seen diversity of international and local artists exhibiting an array of traditional and innovative artistic expressions. For information, call Gitana Productions at (314) 721-6556 and visit www.gitana-inc.com.
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